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Kedhill line; but his home was manifestly different from
any home attainable from Cannon Street, For one thing,
his lady did not speak much English ; but as his Portuguese
was nearly perfect now, that did not make much difference.
He thought that fellows who came out to jobs made a great
mistake about the language. They only learned enough of
it for business purposes; and all the life they got was
playing tennis with each other. That was a. narrow sort
of life, and what he said was that if you lived in a country,
you might just as well live in it, So he had settled down
there in a happy home, where he could get practically
anything he wanted; and he was thinking about taking
out his papers, He was past military .service, and it made
a difference about owning real estate. He had quite a little
bit of real estate. ... I said he was a text, of which the
proper application escapes me, But he is worth remember-
ing next time you feel inclined to be severe with Englishmen
abroad, It is absurd of them, of course, to keep themselves
quite so uncompromisingly to themselves, to retain subur-
ban snobberies in the shadow of towering mountain ranges,
to exchange stale gossip out of last month's illustrated papers
by the light of low, tropical moons, to play dull games with
one another when there is a whole strange and delightful
world all round them waiting for them to play in. But
when they play there, they are apt to lose; and if they lose,
their country is a little apt to lose them too* For I cannot
quite forget that fellow-traveller of mine, whose ample
monologue was vastly enjoyable as he looked forward to
his comfortable home somewhere below the Equator, a
Cockney sparrow lost to England,
6, The Missing Moustache
This is a tale of mystery. No contemporary series is
complete without one. But it is not the kind that con-
noisseurs discuss in solemn conclave once a month ; forensic
medicine has little to say to it; and it does not involve a
novel point in toxicology, So perhaps it will appear old-